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seeking damages of one lakh rupees for publishing slanders against
Mahalingam, all other steps too would be taken to secure appropriate
redress through the courts. Such were the threats that the notice
held out against Kamaraj and Jayakkodi.
At that time I was only honorary editor of Jayakkodi. But I was
writing occasional signed articles and editorials. I did have a moral
responsibility for the kind of views expressed in the newspaper about
Mahalingam. "If there is to be legal action, let it be against me too,"
I felt, with righteous indignation.
From the days of Samaran, I had been writing a column under
the title "Knock Out." My sharpest hymns of denunciation and
barbs of sarcasm were to be found in that signed column. I venture
to offer here a few excerpts. I request readers to be generous and
to put up with them patiently. I hope my readers will understand
that it is not my object to record the kind of invective that I indulged
in at that time. I myself now laugh at my own expressions of that
time.
This Mahalingam, this khadi-shirted infiltrator in the Congress,
may wear the disguise of a Big Man. But his notice shows what a
mean, little mind he has. I do not say so because of any belief
that giving a lawyer's notice to Kamaraj is an act of irreverence.
But can a man indulge in such action while being a Congressman?
Couldn't this Man of Prominence have gone to Thalaivar
Kamaraj and told him: 'You have made some comments on the
basis of wrong information given by somebody----We   have
had to hang our heads in shame'.
All right. He need not even have done that. Couldn't this Man.
of Prominence have run up to his friend, C. Subratnaniam, presi-
dent of the TNCC and petitioned him to approach Kamaraj and
obtain redress?
Isn't this man, Mahalingam, impetuous? He has no mind to
seek a resolution of differences and opposing points of view
in a party with the usual decencies of party life. Is there or is
there not room for making the charge that the lawyer's notice had
been sent at the instigation of DMK ministers?
Mahalingam is an industrialist. Perhaps he finds it unavoidable
to garland ministers, entertain them at dinner, and organize
festivals in their honour. Very well, let him then busy himself with
such activities. What business does he have in the Congress?